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        Please see the latest information on today’s Kirkuk violence 

1. The situation in Kirkuk is under control, but remains tense, following fighting between ISIL militants and 
Kurdish Peshmerga forces late Thursday night/Friday morning. For security reasons, all UN staff were safely 
relocated to Erbil on Friday morning.  

2. Late Thursday night (29 January) ISIL forces attacked three towns on the outskirts of the city [Maktab Khalid, 
Tal Alward and Maryam Bek] which were later retaken by Kurdish Peshmerga forces, with additional air 
support from coalition forces. 

3. Separately, four to five ISIL fighters reportedly succeeded in entering the town of Kirkuk where they targeted 
the local police station from positions within the Kirkuk Palace Hotel building which was empty at the time. 
During the fighting with Kurdish Security forces a car bomb was detonated outside the police station. 

4. At approximately 11:20 am Peshmerga forces succeeded in killing three armed men holed up in the hotel.  

5. Kurdish President Barazani and members of his family arrived in the city with a large contingency of 
Peshmerga fighters.  

6. No local casualties have been reported, however, a senior Kurdish commander was reportedly killed along 
with more than 67 ISIL fighters. At least 13 ISIL vehicles were reported destroyed by coalition airstrikes on the 
outskirts of the city.  

Humanitarian Situation/NGO presence 

7. There are no reports of displacement or population movements as a result of the incident.  
 

8. There are no confirmed figures on casualties, however, there have been some medical needs which are being 
addressed, ICRC reported. 
 

9. ICRC and four INGOs were operating with staff presence in Kirkuk: Mercy Corps, Save the Children, MSF, and 
Islamic Relief. Local NGOs include REACH, FUAD and the Kurdistan Relief Organization. 

10. At the time of the incident, only MSF and ICRC had international presence in Kirkuk. All NGOs temporarily 
suspended operations and were advised to relocate.  NGOs are relocating staff tomorrow. ICRC has not 
relocated, nor do they have plans  at this point in time. NCCI was informed about relocation of UN staff and 
conveyed the HC's concerns to NGO community. INSO reported on relocation of international organisation. 
OCHA reached out to all NGO present in Kirkuk individually. 

The information in this note was compiled by OCHA Iraq and UNAMI based on a variety of sources, including the 
Government of Iraq, the Regional Government of Kurdistan, UN Agencies, International Non-Government 
Organizations, media reports, and key informant interviews. 

The next Flash Update will be issued as required. For more information, contact David Swanson swanson@un.org, 
or visit the Humanitarian Operations Centre, UNAMI Erbil. 
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